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Wings Over Windermere a story of two Seaplanes at Windermere

By Ian Gee
Thursday 3rd December 2026– 10.30 for 11.00 a.m.

The Netherwood Hotel, Grange over Sands, LA11 6ET

This illustrated talk will detail the technical development of the Waterbird ‘hydro-aeroplane’ which first flew at Windermere in 1911 and of the replica which first flew at Windermere in 2022.
Ian Gee has held a pilot’s licence since 1979 and is a trustee of the charity, The Lakes Flying Company Limited, which has built the airworthy replica of Waterbird.  He is co-author of “Waterbird: Wings Over Windermere”.
Prior booking is essential, even if you are only coming to the talk, as space is limited and The Netherwood Hotel is always a very popular venue.
Parking, and disabled facilities are available.

A cup of tea/coffee will be available on arrival from 10.30 am and the talk will commence at 11.00 am.  This will be followed by an optional 3-course seasonal lunch, costing £30.  All members, their partners and guests, are very welcome.  Early application is strongly advised.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BOOKING FORM

Please send your application by 19th November 2026 to Suzanne Flynn, suzannegflynn@gmail.com, 36 Seedfield, Staveley, LA8 9NJ.  01539 822510.  Please send any queries to Suzanne.  Applications will be confirmed by email or post.

Please reserve ______ places for the talk & lunch / talk only (please delete as applicable) at the Netherwood Hotel, Grange over Sands, LA11 6ET on Thursday 3rd December 2026.  The optional lunch is £30 per person.
I have paid £ ______ by (please delete as applicable):

1. BACS to Business Current Account: ‘Friends of IET Lancs & Cumbria’. Account number: 20812353; Sort code: 01-00-61; Reference – Your surname and date of event.  I attach a receipt for my electronic payment. 

or 
2. I enclose a cheque, payable to ‘Friends of the IET, Lancs & Cumbria’.
Please give forenames and surnames of all those applied for, and please STATE any special dietary requirements such as VEGAN, VEGETARIAN etc
Name(s) ____________________________________________ Dietary _________________________
Your contact details:  Email address, or address, (that we can use to send acknowledgement)
RETIRED MEMBERS SECTION
Programme for 2026
19th Feb 2026 – Crooklands Hotel

Pigs, Small Fish and Hitler’s beast Commander Bernard Thompsom RN (Ret’d)

14th May 2026 -Glendower, Lytham

Titanic – Seamans’s perspective, Captain Julian Blatchley 

A life-time seaman's view of what caused the World's most famous shipwreck, which uses an experienced and professional eye to eliminate the misunderstandings and focus on what really happened.

15th Oct 2026 – Location TBD but in or near Wrea Green

Ringing the Changes, Bellringing


3rd December 2026 Netherwood Hotel, Grange-over-Sands

Wings Over Windermere a story of 2 Seaplanes at Windermere

This illustrated talk will detail the technical development of the Waterbird ‘hydro-aeroplane’ which first flew at Windermere in 1911 and of the replica which first flew at Windermere in 2022.
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