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The Surprise Japanese
Attack on Pearl Harbor

(Barrow-in-Furness)
A Background to the Pearl Harbor Attack

On 7 December 1941, units of the Japanese 1st Air
Fleet launched a massed surprise attack on the US
Pacific Fleet based at Pearl Harbor, drawing the
United States of America into World War Il. Preceded
by many months of negotiations and detailed
planning, the attack was a partial tactical success,
sinking four capital ships, severely damaging many
other vessels, and causing heavy casualties. Japan
would declare war on the United States later that
day; the US and Great Britain would declare war on
Japan on 8 December.

This talk provides a background to the attack, an
overview of the action itself at strategic and tactical
levels, and the immediate consequences involved.

Photograph taken from a Japanese plane during the torpedo attack on
ships moored on both sides of Ford Island shortly after the beginning
of the Pearl Harbor attack. View looks about east, with the supply
depot, submarine base and fuel tank farm in the right center distance.
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